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PREHISTORIC CITY OF AKROTII o
o NpatoTelard WolwTKd cupmAeYHa e Zavtogivig amoteAeitat and ta ynoud, Onoa, Santorini (or Thira) is part of a volcanic island group which also includes, Thirasia, Aspronisi -
Onoaoia, Aomgovrjot kat oo ka Néa Karpprévn (Hpadotew), mov etva péon tov mooi- and Palaia [old] and Nea [new] Kammeni. All of these island were originally part of the - 2 \-
0T0QLKOV VNO1o0 LToyYVAN, Yt To ox1jua tov kat KaAAiotn yix v opogeid tov. Ot diadoy - prehistoric island known as Stroggyli [round] for its shape and as Kallisti [beautiful] for its F ) 5

Anévavt H Néa Kaupévn, éva
vnol-neaiotelo mou Eempopale mpwv
LEPLKOUC LIOVO QUWVES 0TI LEON

¢ Kalvtépag, umodéyetal Toug
EMIOKENTEG TNC OTOV OpLo Epvid
avapeoa oe dU0 UMPAToa amo
KapBOLVIAoUEVN Adfa.

Opposite: Nea Kameni, an island-
volcano that arose only a few
centuries ago out of the centre of the
Caldera, welcomes its visitors to the
bay of Erinia formed by two spits of
charred lava.

Kég Npatorelakés exgriEels mov éxouy yiver oe fabog 2 pe 2,5 exart. xodvwv éXouy meokaAéoeL
peyddo dLebvég emotnuovio evdlagégov. H peydn éxonén mov éywe ota pvwd xoovia
(1613 m.X.) efxe wg amotéAeopa Ty kataPuOLoT TOL KEVTQOL TOL VOOV KAl Tr) dMULOvQYin TG
KaAvtégag, mov Bewpeitar and tig woadteges tov kdapov. To 1866, to 1925 kat o 1939-1940
elyape TG TeAevtales eKQNEEIS XWOIS KATAOTQOPIKA, AAAL e avTaopayoQwd Qavopeva.
AvtiBeta, 0 peyadog oelouds tov 1956, xwolg moonyovpevn €kgnén Tov eatoteiov, meokaAeae
HEYAAES KATAOTQOQES O ekkAnoles ka magadoTakd KTiopaTa.

H mnpoiotogur) méAn tov Akgwnoiov anokaAv@Onke and tov Kadnynt LZrvpidwva Ma-
QWaTo, eva oL avaokapéc ouvexilovtat pe dievBuvty Tov Kabynt Xorjoro Ntodua kat éxovv
mEOKAAETEL TO mMaryKOOULO evdlagégov. Tnv moAn twv kAaotkwv xedvwy, ) Oroa, KTIouévn
o010 mAdtwpa tov Méoa Bovvob oty [egloon, pe moAAd evdiapégovia evorpata, avéokae,
pe duég Tov damaveg, o I'eppavds agxatoAdyog Paowvog XiAdeg @ov Tkaiprotvykev, To 1895.

Anuoveyrpara g Evetokpartiag etval ta KaotéAAw, poovglakd ktiopata pie kevtoukt)
TOAT, Y10 TV OVTLLETWTIOT) TV EL0BOAEWY TEQATWVY, 0TO KEVTQO TWV 0Ttolwv vTrgxe 0 «Tov-
Adoy, oxvowpévo Kktiopa yia v meootaoia tov doxovta. To omovdatdtego pvnueio twv Pu-
Cavtvav xeovawv etvat o Nadg g Havaryiag g Emokonrs (Kapdot). Eriong, ot Movég tov
Ioogrjn HAlaw (avdour)) oo opwvupo Pouvo kat 1 Movi) tov Ayiov NikoAdov (yuvaukelo)
avapeoa Prpootegavt kat HuegoPiyAl magovoialovv eEagetikd evdlagégov. Le moAALS ex-
KANOleg UTAQEXOUV EAQETIKNG TEXVNG EKKATOLXOTIKA avTiicelpleva kol okeln, Tar omtolat éegory
ot kaaporvgndes and ™ Maven OdAaooan, petapégovtag epmoevdpevol exel 0 koaot g
Zavtopivng kat pdAota o Brvodvto. Akopa kat orjpega 1) apmeAokaAAiégyela amoteAet T
OTUAVTIKOTEQO TOUEX AYQOTIKTG TIAQAYWYNG 0T LavTogivn.

Iduxitego evdiapégov magovotalet ) ekkAnalaoTier ko Aaikt) agyttektovin g Onoag Kat
¢ Bnoaaing, yix v omtola éyovy yoagel moAA& PiPAia, doboa ko peAées. To kbpto xaoa-
KTNOLOTLKO TG efvaL 1) amAOTTA KAl 1) TAAOTIKOTITA TV KTIQAKWY GYKWY, TYT| Umvevong
YO TOUG XQYLTEKTOVES 0TS Q€6 Tov 2000 attcva.
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charms.

The volcano’s eruptions have attracted the attention of the international scientific community.
The largest eruption occurred in prehistory and resulted in the centre of the island sinking
into the sea to form the Caldera, which is considered to be one of the most beautiful in the
world. More recent eruptions occurred in 1866, 1925 and 1939-40; though visually spectacular,
they did not lead to large-scale destruction. However, the great earthquake of 1956, which
was not preceded by an eruption, caused considerable damage to the island’s churches and
traditional homes.

The prehistoric city of Akrotiri was discovered by Professor Spyridon Marinatos.
Excavations are ongoing under Professor Christos Doumas and have excited international
interest. The classical city of Thira, built on the Mesa Vounou plateau with an arcade, theatre
and other interesting structures, was excavated by the German archaeologist Baron von
Hiller Gaertringen at his own expense in 1895.

The Kastellia forts were built by the Venetians to repel pirate invaders. They surround a
central fortified building, the Goulas, which was designed to offer protection to the local lord.

The island’s most important Byzantine monument is the Church of the Virgin in Episkopi
(Kamari). The monastery of Profitis Ilias on the rocky outcrop of the same name and the
convent of Agios Nikolaos between Firostefani and Imerovigli are also of great interest.
A number of churches on the islands are graced with exceptional art, artefacts and sacred
vessels brought back from the Black Sea by local ship owners who transported Santorini
wine - especially vinsanto - to the area.

The amazing ecclesiastical and folk architecture of Thira and Thirasia is the subject of
numerous books, articles and academic studies. The simplicity and plasticity of its volumes
inspired architects in the early 20th century.

Emmanouil A. Lignos
lawyer, journalist
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Mavw: O euplxwpoc kaumog g Olag, QUTELEVOS KUPIWE LE QUITENLT, O UIKPOG OLKIOHOG GONOG Kal N
yetrovia 216epag g Olac. Xto Babog, To pakpy akpwmpt PiBa tg @npactac. | Above: The spacious plain
of Oia, which is planted mainly with vines, with the small settlement of Tholos and the Sideras neighborhood
of Oia. In the distance, Thirassia island and Cape Riva.

Anévavtt: H Ola amo ta Bopelodutika. Xta detla texwpllel o fouhdg, To Leoalwviko KAaTpo, kal yupw Tou
TPUTIEG o TMaALA UTtOaKapa omitia tou Kaotpou. H undhoum Ola avartuooetal e puBHoUG Y YIWOEL,
{aMoTIKOUC, OMWE 1 Tavdalaial Lop@uwy Kal XPwHATwWY Tou olkiopou. | Opposite: Oia from the northwest.
The medieval castle of Goulas stands to the right surrounded by the holes left by old cave houses. The rest of
Oia, which is expanding at vertiginous speed, is dizzying with the diversity of its shapes and colours.




